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JOINT CHaIrMEN
SIr JOHN BLELLOcH KCB aND BrIaN CUrrIN

The Rt Hon Shaun Woodward MP					  
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Castle Buildings
Stormont Estate
BELFAST
BT4 3SG	

Dear Secretary of State,

Sub-paragraph 6(1) of Schedule 1 to the Northern Ireland (Sentences) Act 1998 requires us, as 
joint Chairmen, to make a report to you, as soon as practicable after the end of the �nancial 
year, on the performance of the Sentence Review Commissioners� functions during the year. 
We have accordingly forwarded to you and your predecessors Annual Reports every year since 
the �rst in 1998/1999.

This, our eleventh report, covers the year ending 31 March 2009. The layout and, generally,
the content of this Report follow the line adopted in last year�s report. It should be noted that 
all our previous Reports are readily available on the Commissioners website:
www.sentencereview.org.uk

Chapter One summarises the background to the Commissioners� tasks and Chapter Two 
describes some general issues we addressed during the year including jurisdictional and 
damaging information issues. Chapter Three gives details of the caseload with which we dealt 
and Chapter Four deals with staff and resources. We have also included a report summarising 
the cases dealt with since our inception on a year by year basis. This summary can be found 
at Annex C.

During this reporting period we have had cause to contact you regarding our concerns 
surrounding damaging information. We would hope these issues will be resolved in the near 
future.

SENTENCE REVIEW COMMISSIONERS

TSO74116 Sentence Review.indd   1 26/06/2009   16:21



PAGE ii

The Commissioners are aware of the ongoing plans for the devolution of policing and criminal 
justice matters to the local Assembly. We are also aware that our function will be reserved 
so we will therefore still be accountable to you. We currently share the Secretariat with the 
Parole Commissioners for Northern Ireland, whose functions will be devolved to the local 
Assembly. We understand that this change should not prevent us from continuing to share our 
administrative support.

Finally, as joint Chairmen, we should again record our appreciation and gratitude for the 
continuing support of our fellow Commissioners, and for the commitment, expertise and 
professional approach that they so commendably brought to the task. 

Similarly, and also on behalf of all the Commissioners, we should thank our Secretariat for 
maintaining the excellent standard of administrative support upon which we have come to rely.          

Yours sincerely 

SIR JOHN BLELLOCH KCB				    BRIAN CURRIN
Joint Chairman                                                		  Joint Chairman
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